[image: ]		[image: ]
Working with an Interpreter
Script for Home Visitors
	


Purpose of this resource: This script helps home visitors quickly introduce themselves and their visit to a new or different interpreter before and after entering the home, supporting clear communication for each visit. 

Introducing Yourself and the Visit to the Interpreter 
Hi, my name is [your name], and I’m a [your role/title] with [agency/program name]. 
Thank you for supporting interpretation for today’s visit with the [family’s last name] family. 
 
My role is to partner with families to support their child’s [brief description—e.g., "communication and early learning skills," "overall development and parenting goals," or "school readiness and family well-being"]. 
 
The purpose of today’s visit is [brief reason—e.g., "to talk about daily routines and observe some of the child’s playtime"]. 
 
During the visit, I may ask questions or explain activities, and I’ll pause so you can interpret what I say to the family. 
 
You’ll also hear the child speak in their home language. It’s helpful to interpret any words or short phrases they say out loud, even if they’re just learning to talk. We use that information to understand language development and help with referrals if needed. Please let me know if you need me to slow down or clarify anything during the visit. 
 
 
Working With a New or Different Interpreter 
Key Points for Home Visitors 
· Clarify Roles Early: Before the visit begins, briefly explain your role and what kind of communication will happen. 
· Child Language Matters: Let the interpreter know that any words or phrases from the child, especially if they’re 0–5, should be interpreted when possible. 
· Invite Collaboration: Make it okay to ask questions or pause the visit if anything is unclear. 
 


Conversation Starters for Building Rapport 
· “Hi! Have you worked with this family before?” 
· “Thanks again for coming today. Have you interpreted for young children before?” 
· “I really appreciate your support today. Would it be okay if I share how I usually run these visits?” 
· “Some of today’s visit will involve watching the child play or listening to them speak. Would it be okay to interpret any words or short phrases they say, even if it’s just baby talk?” 
· “We’ll be talking about parenting, routines, and school readiness. If anything feels unclear or seems like it needs more explanation, please feel free to let me know.” 
· “I know this is a unique type of visit—thank you for helping make communication smooth for all of us.” 
 

After the Visit: Debrief and Continuous Improvement
Key Points for Home Visitors
· Keep it brief and optional: A short check in can support learning without adding burden.
· Frame the conversation as shared learning: Focus on communication flow, pacing, and clarity rather than evaluation.
· Close with appreciation: Express thanks and invite ongoing feedback when appropriate.

Conversation Starters
· “If you have a moment, I’d love to do a quick check in about how today went.”
· “Was there anything during the visit that felt unclear or challenging from your perspective?”
· “Did the pace of the visit work well for interpretation?”
· “Were there any moments where it would have been helpful for me to pause or explain something differently?”
· “I realized I moved quickly through one part of the visit and will plan to pause more next time.”
· “These quick check ins help me improve how I support interpreted visits.”
· “Thank you again for your flexibility and support today.”
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